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" A  c o l d  h o r r o r  n u m b e d  m y  l i m b s ,  a n d  i c y  f e a r
c o u r s e d  t h r o u g h  m y  v e i n s "
V e r g i l ,  T h e  A e n e i d  3 . 3 4 - 3 5  

CLA 341 / HIS 341

What scares, shocks, and repulses us can say a lot about who we are as

individuals and as a society. So, what scared, shocked, and repulsed the

ancient Greeks and Romans? This course examines themes of horror and

the grotesque in Greek and Roman literature, history, and culture,

including cannibalism and gore, the supernatural, the monstrous feminine,

atypical bodies and disability, otherness and foreignness, beauty and

ugliness, and more. We will read a wide selection of Greek and Latin

literature in translation, analyzing these ancient texts through modern

theoretical lenses and in comparison with modern horror films. Class

discussions will consider horror’s cultural appeal in antiquity and today,

asking what horror reveals about the way a society views itself and

others.
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